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A closer look at our collections, staff, building, and community

Local History at Your Fingertips

Do you have a family or
property mystery you are
trying to solve? If so--or if
you're just curious about
local history--then read on to
discover all of the resources
available to you through the
Library's Ed & Francine
Rodger Local History Room.

“The Local History Room is a
wonderful resource for our
patrons,” says Tenaya
Bannon, one of two
librarians who run it. “Many
people use it to uncover |

their family history or to find | ocal History Room Librarians, Regina B

more information about

their homes or property, but it can
also be used by teachers and writers
wanting to learn more information
about particular subjects or projects
they are working on.”

The Library's goal is to make local
history materials for the Town of
Clifton Park accessible for public use.
(Clifton Park’s materials are housed at
the Library, but Halfmoon has a
separate office.) This includes the
Local History Room, displays
throughout the Library, online
databases, and circulating materials.

IN THE LOCAL HISTORY ROOM

Print materials: Primary source
materials used to document the
town’s history, such as manuscripts,
Justice of the Peace records from the
1850s and 60s, tavern licenses, family
collections (day books, diaries, and
photos), information on the Mohawk
Valley Grange, one-room school
house records, genealogies, and land
deeds. There are also oral histories
that the Library and Clifton Park have
collected.

“It's important to preserve these
original documents because they
provide insight into our history. They
show us what happened here
generations ago and how that
impacted the overall development of
the town,” says John Scherer, Clifton
Park’s Town Historian. “For instance,
there's so much information in the
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Justice of the Peace records about
the fights that happened down at
(Erie Canal) Lock 19. We wouldn’t
know about that if these records
hadn’t been preserved.”

There are also primary and secondary
sources on local histories, tax records
from the 1770s, genealogical
publications, genealogies of local
families, church records (marriages
and deaths), town planning
documents, archeological
information, cemetery records, and
Shenendehowa yearbooks.

Physical objects: A documented
collection of Native American
arrowheads, quilts, coverlets, and
samplers from the 1800s, an 1821
sampler and a daguerreotype of the
woman who stitched it, paintings and
early maps (1851, 1856, 1866).

Historical pieces are also on display
throughout the Library, such as the
large replica of the 1866 map at the
bottom of the stairs.

“I always felt connected to the Library
when | came in because my house is
the most northern house in the Town
of Clifton Park on the map and |
would show it to my son,” says Sue
Thompson, Clifton Park’s deputy
historian. “l think that is a testament
to the Library’'s commitment to local
history.”

cphlibrary.org > Research >
Local History: The online
catalog lists the materials
available, whether it is a
bound book, file,

| photograph, or map, and

| includes some general
information about the item
and descriptions of the
physical materials you can
view in the Local History
Room.

You can also explore online
exhibits and a link to our
photo collection on the New

erry and Tenaya Bannon. YOrk Heritage site, which

holds more than 500 historic
photos of Clifton Park.

Two librarians run the Local History
Room--Tenaya Bannon and Regina
Berry--and town historians John
Scherer and Sue Thompson have
regular office hours. Lisa Dougherty,
a professional genealogist, has open
hours on the first Thursday of every
month. All strive to help patrons with
their questions and projects.

“It is most helpful for you to make an
appointment,” Berry says. “That way
we have an understanding of what
you are looking for and can
potentially pull some materials for
you ahead of time.”

Scherer, who has been town historian
since 1978 and has lived in the area
his entire life, is pleased that the
Town'’s collection is housed in the
Library.

“It turned out to be a wonderful
partnership because this is where
people come to explore history,” he
says. “The whole point of this History
Room is that it will continue.”

HOW TO USE THE LIBRARY’S LOCAL
HISTORY RESOURCES

The Local History Room is open
Mondays from 6-8 pm and Tuesdays
from 12-5 pm. Call or email Tenaya
Bannon at 518-371-8622 or
tbannon@sals.edu for an
appointment.
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