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A closer look at  our collect ions, staff, building, and community

Local Hist ory at  Your Fing er t ips
Do you have a fam ily or 
p roperty m ystery you are 
t rying  to solve? If so--or if 
you?re just  curious about  
local h istory--then read  on  to 
d iscover all of t he resources 
availab le to you th rough the 
Lib rary?s Ed & Francine 
Rodger Local History Room .

?The Local History Room  is a 
w onderfu l resource for our 
pat rons,? says Tenaya 
Bannon, one of tw o 
lib rarians w ho run  it . ?Many 
peop le use it  to uncover 
their fam ily h istory or to find  
m ore in form at ion  about  
their hom es or p roperty, but  it  can  
also be used by teachers and  w riters 
w ant ing  to learn  m ore in form at ion  
about  part icu lar sub jects or p rojects 
they are w orking  on .?

The Lib rary?s goal is to m ake local 
h istory m aterials for the Tow n of 
Clifton  Park accessib le for pub lic use. 
(Clifton  Park?s m aterials are housed at  
the Lib rary, but  Halfm oon has a 
separate office.) Th is includes the 
Local History Room , d isp lays 
th roughout  the Lib rary, on line 
databases, and  circu lat ing  m aterials.
 

IN THE LOCAL HISTORY ROOM

Prin t  m at erials: Prim ary source 
m aterials used to docum ent  the 
tow n?s h istory, such as m anuscrip ts, 
Just ice of the Peace records from  the 
1850s and 60s, tavern  licenses, fam ily 
collect ions (day books, d iaries, and  
photos), in form at ion  on  the Mohaw k 
Valley Grange, one-room  school 
house records, genealog ies, and  land  
deeds. There are also oral h istories 
that  the Lib rary and  Clifton  Park have 
collected .

?It?s im portan t  to p reserve these 
orig inal docum ents because they 
p rovide insigh t  in to our h istory. They 
show  us w hat  happened here 
generat ions ago and how  that  
im pacted  the overall developm ent  of 
the tow n,? says John Scherer, Clifton  
Park?s Tow n Historian . ?For instance, 
there?s so m uch in form at ion  in  the 

Just ice of the Peace records about  
the figh ts that  happened dow n at  
(Erie Canal) Lock 19. We w ouldn?t  
know  about  that  if t hese records 
hadn?t  been preserved .?

There are also p rim ary and  secondary 
sources on  local h istories, tax records 
from  the 1770s, genealog ical 
pub licat ions, genealog ies of local 
fam ilies, church  records (m arriages 
and deaths), tow n p lann ing  
docum ents, archeolog ical 
in form at ion , cem etery records, and  
Shenendehow a yearbooks.

Physical ob ject s: A docum ented  
collect ion  of Nat ive Am erican 
arrow heads, qu ilt s, coverlets, and  
sam plers from  the 1800s, an  1821 
sam pler and  a daguerreotype of the 
w om an w ho st itched it , pain t ings and  
early m aps (1851, 1856, 1866). 

Historical p ieces are also on  d isp lay 
th roughout  the Lib rary, such as the 
large rep lica of the 1866 m ap at  the 
bot tom  of the stairs.

?I alw ays felt  connected  to the Lib rary 
w hen I cam e in  because m y house is 
the m ost  northern  house in  the Tow n 
of Clifton  Park on  the m ap and I 
w ou ld  show  it  to m y son,? says Sue 
Thom pson, Clifton  Park?s deputy 
h istorian . ?I th ink that  is a testam ent  
to the Lib rary?s com m itm ent  to local 
h istory.?

cph lib rary.org  > Research  > 
Local Hist ory: The on line 
catalog  list s the m aterials 
availab le, w hether it  is a 
bound book, file, 
photog raph, or m ap, and  
includes som e general 
in form at ion  about  the item  
and descrip t ions of the 
physical m aterials you can 
view  in  the Local History 
Room .

You can also exp lore on line 
exh ib it s and  a link to our 
photo collect ion  on  the New  
York Heritage site, w h ich  
holds m ore than 500 h istoric 

photos of Clifton  Park. 

Tw o lib rarians run  the Local History 
Room --Tenaya Bannon and Reg ina 
Berry--and  tow n h istorians John 
Scherer and  Sue Thom pson have 
regu lar office hours. Lisa Dougherty,  
a p rofessional genealog ist , has open 
hours on  the first  Thursday of every 
m onth . All st rive to help  pat rons w ith  
their quest ions and  projects.

?It  is m ost  help fu l for you to m ake an  
appoin tm ent ,? Berry says. ?That  w ay 
w e have an  understand ing  of w hat  
you are looking  for and  can 
poten t ially pu ll som e m aterials for 
you ahead of t im e.?

Scherer, w ho has been tow n h istorian  
since 1978 and has lived  in  the area 
h is en t ire life, is p leased that  the 
Tow n?s collect ion  is housed in  the 
Lib rary.

?It  t u rned  out  to be a w onderfu l 
partnersh ip  because th is is w here 
peop le com e to exp lore h istory,? he 
says. ?The w hole poin t  of th is History 
Room  is that  it  w ill con t inue.?

HOW  TO USE THE LIBRARY?S LOCAL 
HISTORY RESOURCES

The Local History Room  is open 
Mondays from  6-8 pm  and Tuesdays 
from  12-5 pm . Call or em ail Tenaya 
Bannon at  518-371-8622 or 
tbannon@sals.edu for an  
appoin tm ent .

Local History Room Librar ians, Regina Berry and Tenaya Bannon.
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