
Board of Trustees 
  Minutes 

 

 

 

May 11, 2026  7:15 PM         
 

Present: Brown, Megan; Cantore, Mathew; DiGianni, Jason; Lamb, Robin; 
Meyer, Stephen; Schlegel, Jennifer; Wise, Russ. Also present were Alex 
Gutelius, Jim Foster, Rebecca Verhayden, Lisa Oddo, and Joe Gaug, 
Attorney. 
 
Absent: Suzanne Dugan, Maria McMunn, Purushothaman Srinivasan 
 
Guest: Susan Flint 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:19 PM by Mr. Cantore. 
 
AGENDA: Mr. Cantore presented the May 11, 2026 agenda for approval 
with one correction and additional item. The April 17, 2026 warrant 
amount was corrected to $383,654.67 and the May 6, 2026 warrant for 
$59,578.31 was added. A Motion was made by Ms. Brown, seconded by Mr. 
DiGianni to approve the agenda as amended. The Motion passed 
unanimously by those present. 
 
MINUTES:   
 
A Motion was made by Mr. Meyer, seconded by Mr. Wise to accept the 
April 20, 2026, minutes as sent. The Motion passed unanimously by those 
present. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: Public noted they enjoyed the Bo the Beaver program. 
 
BOARD COMMENT: None 
 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT: 
Mr. Cantore noted that he and Ms. Bannon are attending the Town of 
Clifton Park historical event planning meetings and that the library is 
providing a lot of the America 250 programming along with Town 
Historian, John Scherer. He reminded trustees to complete their annual 
trustee training. He also thanked the FOL and staff for hosting the Liz 
Moore event. It was a great event and very well organized.  

 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT:   
 
Mr. Meyer presented the Financial Statement for April 2026. The April 
2026 Financial Statement was reviewed and received for audit. It was 
noted that the library received a large number of donations this month.  
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Under Receipts Line 4130 NYS Education we received the grant money for 
the parking lot project. Under Disbursements, Line 6150 Building & 
Equipment YTD is negative as it reflects the auditor’s General Journal 
Entries.  Line 6530 Office & Library Supplies is high due to general 
financial climate of higher prices. Line 6545 Professional Services is 
negative due to a cancelled Synthesis check and the money going back 
into the account.  
 
The April 17, 2026, warrant for $383,654.67 was presented for approval. A 
Motion was made by Mr. Meyer, seconded by Ms. Brown to approve the 
April 17, 2026, warrant. The Motion passed unanimously by those present.  
The reviewer for the April 17, 2026, warrant was Ms. Mogor.  
 
The April 29, 2026, warrant for $134,067.93 was presented for approval. A 
Motion was made by Mr. Meyer, seconded by Mr. DiGianni to approve the 
April 29, 2026, warrant. The Motion passed unanimously by those present. 
The reviewer for the April 29, 2026, warrant was Ms. Mogor.  
 
The May 6, 2026, warrant for $59,578.31 was presented for approval. A 
Motion was made by Mr. Meyer, seconded by Mr. Wise to approve the May 
6, 2026, warrant. The Motion passed unanimously by those present. The 
reviewer for the May 6, 2026, warrant was Ms. Dugan.  
 
Mr. Meyer noted in April 2026 there was a total of $1,405.10 in donations. 
$0.10 in anonymous donations. Commemorative Gift Donations include: 
$100.00 Mary Feder in memory of Brian Dillon, $25.00 Jeffrey & Lynn Pitts 
in memory of Brian Dillon, $50.00 Mary Jo VonBieberstein in memory of 
Brian Dillon, $100.00 Marc & Jocelyn Dreier in memory of Toby Elman, $50 
Brendan J. Camp in memory of Joanne Chambers, $30.00 South Glens Falls 
Faculty Association in memory of Brian Dillon, $1,000.00 The Deans at 
Loyola University, New Orleans in memory of Joanne Chambers, $50.00 in 
memory of John Wesley Neary. 

 
THE FRIENDS: Mr. Foster gave the following report: 
 
1. Liz Moore on April 28 was a great success. Over 1,200 people came to 

the event at Shenendehowa High School East. 
2. The Plant Swap and Sale is on May 15-16.  
3. The Used Book Sale is scheduled for May 15-17. 
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DIRECTOR’S REPORT: Mr. Foster gave the following report on Public 
Service: 
 
1. 19 staff members are signed up to participate in the Workforce 

Challenge on May 21. 
2. The library will be hosting Shenendehowa Art Show from May 21-27. 
3. Foot Traffic continues to increase. In April we welcomed 

approximately 28,000 people through our doors.  
4. The cost for the EV charging stations has increased from 15 cents per 

KWH to 35 cents per KWH. 
5. The library staff participated in Shen Science Night and engaged with 

over 600 people.  

 
DIRECTOR’S REPORT: Ms. Verhayden gave the following report on 
Communications: 
 
1. The library will continue with America 250 programming. The Youth 

Services department will include a week of America 250 programming 
the week of July 4.  

2. Digital upgrades are complete and the library webpage and catalog are 
WCAG compliant. We were recently notified that the deadline for 
compliance was changed to April of 2027.  

3. The Liz Moore author event generated a lot of buzz on social media. 
Ms. Gutelius noted she shared a link with staff to a Podcast where they 
talked very highly about the event.  

4. The program brochure will be back to 8 pages effective this summer. It 
will include the newsletter on the back page.  

5. We continue to work on our Sustainability Certification. The cost of 
the required energy audit was very high. Staff was able to get 
permission to conduct the energy audit in house. The remaining 
Japanese Knotweed will be removed and a pollinator garden will be 
installed in its place.  

 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT: Ms. Gutelius gave the following report: 
 
1. As a special district public library, we are not required to comply with 

the new Dr. John L. Flateau Voting and Elections Database of New York 
Act.  

2. We are using a new platform for the Employee Handbook. There are 
no content changes, only formatting.  
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3. New minimum standards for public libraries will take effect in 2027. 

Ms. Gutelius will share that information with the trustees.  

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
 
POLICY COMMITTEE: No Report 
 
PUBLIC RELATIONS: No Report 
 
LONG RANGE PLANNING: No Report 
 
PERSONNEL COMMITTEE: No Report 
 
BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS: Ms. Brown gave the following report: 
 
Ms. Gutelius presented the Janitorial Services Contract Recommendation. 
The current contract with K&P Facilities Maintenance expires on July 31, 
2026. K&P Janitorial Services was the only company to submit a bid by the 
due date. Ms. Brown made the Motion on behalf of the Buildings and 
Grounds Committee to approve the contract with K&P Facilities 
Maintenance at a monthly cost of $7,500 beginning August 1, 2026-July 31, 
2027. The Motion passed unanimously by those present.  

 
FINANCE AND AUDIT: No Report 

 
LEGISLATION: No Report 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  None  

 
NEW BUSINESS: Mr. DiGianni gave the following report:  
 
The LRP Committee met and discussed the work that will need to be done 
in anticipation of the building bond being paid off in 2030. We will be 
looking for staff input and plan to discuss this topic at the October Board 
retreat. Retreat location options are being reviewed and the board will be 
updated shortly with a location.  
 
There being no further business, Ms. Brown made the Motion, seconded 
by Ms. Schlegel, to adjourn the meeting. The Motion passed unanimously 
by those present, and the meeting adjourned at 8:04PM. 
 
The next scheduled Board Meeting is Monday, June 15, 2026, at 7:15pm. 

 


